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Your generosity plays a vital role in helping us live into all
that God is calling our church to do in our community and
world. Especially in this time of crisis, your gifts help us to
be innovative in the ways we are in ministry, and enable us
to continue to come alongside our most vulnerable
neighbors. Thank you!

2020 Highlights

Continuous Worship
THE GATHERING & TRADITIONAL SERVICES
From our Sanctuary services that are
steeped in tradition, to The Gathering, which
offers a contemporary style of worship,
we strive to meet people where they
so that anyone and everyone can
experience the life-giving love of Jesus
Christ. So far this year:
We are ON TRACK TO WORSHIP 52
SUNDAYS in both The Gathering and
Traditional services!
In response to COVID-19, we pivoted to
VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICES to
continue to share the good news of
Jesus Christ throughout our parish and
beyond.
We welcomed little ones into our
church family and CELEBRATED NEW
LIFE IN CHRIST, as baptisms were
safely added back into our services in
September.

Deepening Our Faith
CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES
With over 200 children on our Sunday School
roles, our Children and Family Ministries
team has been busy coming up with fun and
creative ways to keep families engaged COVID
style.
Weekly, FAMILIES RECEIVE VIDEOS
AND GUIDES TO HELP THEIR
CHILDREN LEARN ABOUT GOD AND
JESUS through in-home Sunday School
lessons.
Children's, Youth, and Music and
Worship Arts ministries, joined together
and Plan BEE - A VIRTUAL SUMMER
CAMP FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
WAS CREATED.
300+ CHILDREN AND YOUTH RECEIVED
CAMP SHALOM FACE MASKS AND
LETTERS OF LOVE.
Encouraging families to "Shine S'more
of God's Light," DIY FAMILY CAMP WAS
A HUGE HIT. Families picked up kits
filled with activities and supplies
(including ingredients for s'mores) for a
fun weekend complete with a Sunday
morning Zoom worship service.
Additional opportunities for families to
engage this fall and during Advent will
be announced soon.

YOUTH MINISTRIES
Our Youth Ministries strive to raise up
students who love God with everything
they’ve got - all their heart, soul, mind and
strength - even in a pandemic.
Youth group went virtual in the spring,
and more than 100 youth tune into
SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE AND WEDNESDAY
SMALL GROUPS via YouTube and Zoom.
Confirmation classes continued online
as 52 YOUTH PREPARED TO CONFIRM
THEIR FAITH. We can't wait for them to
join the church when we gather
together again!
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS WERE
CELEBRATED with a drive- thru
celebration in our Dawson Street
parking lot, yard signs placed in their
yards, and with letters, Bibles, and
books for the next chapter in their
journey.
Youth explored what it means to be
anti-racist through a SUMMER BOOK
STUDY.
Fall RESTART LOOKED A LITTLE
DIFFERENT, with Youth, Children's and
Music & Worship Arts ministries joining
forces for a fun drive-thru event.
FALL FEST is coming in November, and
a VIRTUAL CLICK-A-THON to benefit a
local charity in place of our annual "All
Nighter" will be held in December.

ADULT MINISTRIES
No matter where you are on your faith
journey, at Edenton Street, we have
numerous opportunities for adults to deepen
their faith and grow closer to God.
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES CONTINUE
TO MEET weekly via Zoom, as well as
Bible studies throughout the year.
An early morning VIRTUAL PRAYER
GROUP was formed to boldly pray for
one another and our world three times
a week.
Helping to answer questions we all have
around our faith, 101 CLASSES ON
WORSHIP, PRAYER, SCRIPTURE AND
SABBATH were created.

Better Together
WOMEN'S GROUP
Our women's group brings together women of
all ages to build friendship and grow in faith
together.
INTER-GENERATIONAL FRIENDSHIPS
WERE FORMED and souls replenished
at our first annual women's retreat, in
early March.
RELATIONSHIPS CONTINUE TO
DEEPEN over Zoom, through intergenerational buddy pairings, and an
upcoming fall book study.

MISSIONAL COMMUNITIES
Missional Communities operate as extended
families on mission in order to make disciples
of Jesus Christ, because we know we’re better
at life and faith together. In 2020:
Our Missional Communities continued
their SHARED LIFE OF FRIENDSHIP
AND FAITH over Zoom.
A key component of Missional
Communities is serving, and
INNOVATIVE WAYS TO COME
ALONGSIDE NON-PROFIT PARTNERS
were found. These partnerships
include:
The Brentwood Boys & Girls Club
Alliance Medical Ministry
The New Bern House
Lutheran Circles of Support
Murphy School Apartments
Cary Health & Rehabilitation Center

CARING MINISTRIES
Caring for one another is always important,
but even more so during this time of isolation
and uncertainty. In this season, new ways of
caring have been put in place.
A ministry to provide WEEKLY MEALS
FOR FRAIL AND VULNERABLE CHURCH
MEMBERS during this time of sheltering
in place was launched. 108 meals are
going out each week.
Our CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP
continues to meet virtually on a regular
basis.
Drive by birthday celebrations, sending
cards and checking-in on one another
have become a natural part of our
rhythm of life together.

Serving Our Neighbors
LOCAL & GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT
Serving is the core of who we are, which is
why we seek to partner with and empower
you to use your unique gifts and passions to
live your best life of service. So far this year:
Nearly 172,000 RISE AGAINST HUNGER
MEALS were packaged on MLK Day for
children living in extreme poverty. Our
church was an anchor partner for this
community-wide event at the Raleigh
Convention Center, which drew more
than 1,100 participants.
We've COME ALONGSIDE 24 LOCAL &
GLOBAL NON-PROFIT PARTNERS,
providing $160,000+ in financial
support; we've donated food, clothing,
and school supplies; and when possible,
provided volunteers for safe
opportunities such as serving in
community gardens and gleaning in
fields.
In response to injustice, oppression and
hate, A COMMITMENT WAS MADE TO
THE LIFELONG JOURNEY TO BE ANTIRACIST CHURCH, and we began to lay
the foundation for doing the work
through an invitation to Seeing The
Racial Waters workshop, a 21-Day Racial
Equity Habit Building Challenge, a
series of clergy conversations, and a fall
study.

Our GLOBAL PARTNERSHIPS GREW,
thanks to generous giving during Lent.
We now partner with 3 Zoe Empowers
orphan groups in Liberia, and sponsor
5 Help One Now classrooms in Haiti. A
virtual trip to Liberia is planned for
November 15.
Our Doorstep Ministry has continued
throughout the pandemic, and through
our partnership with First
Presbyterian, we have provided
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE WITH RENT
AND UTILITIES to 604 families who
have hit a bump in the road.

As part of Family Promise, we
PROVIDED SHELTER, MEALS AND
HOSPITALITY for a week in February
on our third floor to 3 moms and 12
children experiencing homelessness.
When COVID hit, and Family Promise
families were moved into transitional
apartments, we pivoted to providing
meals and supplies for our quarterly
hostings.

Coming Alongside Parents
& Caregivers
RUTH SHEETS ADULT DAY CENTER,
CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER &
EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM
Our facilities are home to three amazing
programs that care for the elderly and the
young five days a week. The Ruth Sheets
Center is a full day care center for older
adults. The CDC is a full day preschool for
children 2-5, and the ECP is a half-day
preschool program for children 2 months to
5 year olds.
Prior to COVID-19 our three programs
SERVED 30+ SENIOR ADULTS AND
MORE THAN 150 CHILDREN each week.
All three programs HAVE SAFELY
REOPENED, enabling caregivers and
parents to return to work or take a
needed respite during the day.

Your giving is changing lives, and is more critical now
than ever! Thank you for partnering with us as we seek
to be an instrument for God's work in the world!

